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Local elections 2026: Getting homelessness services on the agenda
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[bookmark: Chance]A chance to build relationships with your elected representatives

This quick guide aims to help organisations based in England to engage with the upcoming local authority elections on 07 May 2026. 

The guide aims to help you build relationships with elected members of, and candidates for election to, your local council. We won’t focus on the officers or permanent staff of the local authority, though of course you may have important relationships with them too.

Please also see the end of this document for a section on supporting people using your services to exercise their right to vote.

Please also see our new ‘How to speak to local politicians’ guide, which includes suggested topics to raise and ideas on how to frame homelessness to start productive conversations.

Why local elections matter

Local government is in the first instance responsible for supporting people experiencing or at risk of homelessness. Although there are a lot of statutory responsibilities local authorities must deliver regardless of the political party in power, how these are delivered can be shaped by elected councillors.

With the backing of elected councillors, we have seen local authorities invest in successful Housing First schemes, reduce levels of long-term rough sleeping, and build more effective relationships with third-sector partners. Councillors can also help shape – for better or worse – the way homelessness is spoken about in your community through both the policies they push forward and what they say in the media and online.

So whether or not you run services currently commissioned by a local authority, a local election is a good moment to influence how your local area approaches preventing and ending homelessness.

Councillors can also be useful allies in advocating for your work in the local community, as well as through official local authority channels such as scrutiny committees and debates. 

You can use the period before and immediately after the election, when candidates from all parties will be most likely to engage, as an opportunity to build a broad, cross-party coalition of support.


Check if elections are happening in your area

Elections are taking place in 136 English Local Authority areas 7 May 2026. You can find out if elections are taking place in your area on the Electoral Commission website.




Getting involved in local elections as a charity

Meeting with local election candidates, setting out your concerns and priorities and calling for specific policy changes are all entirely legitimate activities for a charity to undertake. But there are some legal guidelines for charities around getting involved in politics which you should be aware of.

If you are a charity, you are not allowed to exist for only political activities. However, according to the Charity Commission campaigning and political activity can be legitimate and valuable activities for charities to undertake. Charities can campaign for a change in the law, policy or decisions where such change would support the charity’s purposes. 

A charity must not give support or funding to a political party, nor to a candidate or politician.  A charity may give its support to specific policies advocated by political parties if it would help achieve its charitable purposes. However, trustees must not allow the charity to be used as a vehicle for the expression of the political views of any individual trustee or staff member. 

Although your charity can not endorse one particular candidate, there is no obligation to speak to or engage with all candidates in an election. So if there are candidates you see no potential benefits to engaging with, you are entirely within your rights to ignore them.

If in any doubt, see the latest guidance from the Charity Commission.


Contacting your local election candidates

Often the best way to communicate your impact to local councillors and candidates will be to show them what you do. Our template letters below include an invite to visit your services or offices.

But if this wouldn’t be convenient or appropriate, you can remove that paragraph from the template before sending.

Where to find your local election candidates

Crowdsourced information about candidates standing in your area is available on the Who Can I Vote For website. A definitive list of candidates is also available on the Electoral Commission website from 9 April.

Contact information will not always be available for all candidates. But a quick online search of the candidate’s name and the name of the area they are contesting will often confirm if an email address is available. 

Otherwise look out for opportunities in your local area. If the candidates have social media pages, you can follow these and often make direct contact through those pages. You can also look out in the local media for any hustings (debates between local candidates) taking place in the run up to the election, 

And of course many candidates will be out knocking doors in the lead-up to the election to ask for votes, so there’s a good chance they may come to you!

Adding any logos or letterheads used by your organisation, ideally featuring an address, to our template letter will make clear to councillors that you are a local service, and make them more likely to respond.


[bookmark: before]Before the election: Contact the candidates

Use our template letter to email your local election candidates.

You can use this to get in touch with any candidates you can find contact details for on either the Who Can I Vote For website or the Electoral Commission website.


[bookmark: after]After the election: Contact your newly elected representatives

After the election you may wish to contact both the ward councillors serving the area your service is based in, and the new Council Cabinet (sometimes also called the Council Executive) member with responsibility for homelessness. 

Below you can find separate template emails to both your newly elected ward councillors and Council Cabinet members.

Contact your ward councillors

To find your ward councillors (councillors who represent the area where your service operates), enter the postcode where your service is based in this Government website.

Use our post-election template letter for your Ward Councillors.


Contact your Council Cabinet or Executive member responsible for homelessness

Council Cabinet or Executive members are responsible for taking political decisions and setting policies in their portfolio area. Details on appointments to these roles are sometimes not confirmed until several weeks after the election.

Use our post-election template letter to contact your Council Cabinet member with responsibility for homelessness.

The official titles of Cabinet Members are not consistent across different councils, but homelessness usually sits under a portfolio with ‘housing’ in the title. If in doubt though, a list of responsibilities is typically available on the local authority website or you can write to the Leader of the Council and ask them to pass it on to the relevant Department.

To find the relevant member responsible for homelessness in your area, check the website of your local authority. Searching for your local authority’s name and ‘cabinet’ will usually direct you to a page with the list of councillors 


[bookmark: people]Supporting people using your service to engage in the local elections

People experiencing homelessness have the same rights to vote as anyone else, but it can be less clear how to exercise and access those rights.

Homeless Link has produced two simple guides you can use to support people using your services to engage with the local elections. This guide outlines how to vote if you have no permanent current address. 

While this guide focuses on how people without photo ID – now generally required to participate in elections – can vote. This involves applying for a ‘voter authority certificate.’



[bookmark: Feedback]Let us know about the responses you get

Please let us know if you contact any councillors, and if you get any responses or have any conversations with candidates or successful councillors.

This will help us map where there’s local representatives hearing about homelessness, and so enable us to better focus our influencing and better support your efforts.

Please email stefan.donnelly@homelesslink.org.uk with details of any responses you receive.
Please email our Campaigns Manager Stefan Donnelly on Stefan.donnelly@homelesslink.org.uk for further information or to arrange a call. We’d also love to hear about any responses you get to your letters. 
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