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The Reconnecting
Families Toolkit

This toolkit has been developed to assist those
who wish to reconnect with family members.
This may include children or families that have
involvement with children’s social care or family
members that you have lost contact with.
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Child Protection System—Child In Need

Child protection measures are often put in place by the local authority in
order to keep a child safe from harm. These concerns may come from a
referral to your local children's social services , anonymous reports or if
there has been significant police involvement.

Child services will then investigate these concerns. This may involve a
“Child in Need” (CIN) assessment

A “Child in Need” Assessment will take into consideration the support
needs of the child. For example, if they have additional learning needs or
a disability. A “Child in Need Plan” may be put in place as a result of the
assessment.

A Child in Need plan is usually put in place when the local authority iden-
tify that there are additional support needs for the child, but they are not
at risk of harm. They are put in place to support the family. It is important
to remember that a CIN is voluntary. You do not have to accept the sup-
port that is put in place, however, it is worth noting that social services
may consider this as an increase in risk to the child. It is always a good
idea to talk this stage through with your allocated social worker if you are
not happy with what is put in n place.

Child in Need Plans can include financial assistance, day care facilities or
advice and counselling or recreational activities.
















Petals— Tel (counselling queries): 0300 688 0068

Email: counselling@petalscharity.org

Website: www.petalscharity.org

Saying Goodbye—Telephone: 0845 293 8027
Email: info@sayinggoodbye.org

Website: www.sayinggoodbye.org

Cruse Bereavement Care—Helpline: 0808 808 1677
Email: helpline@cruse.org.uk or info@cruse.org.uk

Website: www.cruse.org.uk
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The Citizens Advice Bureau has information and ad-
vice about children and local authority care in the
UK

Gov.uk explains what happens if your child is taken
into care in England

Child Law Advice explains the legal processes in-
volved in child protection and the role of children's
services in England

Family Lives gives advice on how to cope with the
aftermath of having your child taken into care

National Family Mediation provides support for fami-
lies in conflict. https://www.nfm.org.uk/ or 0300
4000 636

Mediate UK—https://www.mediateuk.co.uk/online-
miam/

https://www.standalone.org.uk—Provides support
for people who are estranged from their families.

Family Rights Group helpline—Provides support for
parents who's children may be in care or at risk of
going into care.

Telephone: 0808 801 0366


https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/looking-after-people/children-and-local-authority-care/
https://www.gov.uk/if-your-child-is-taken-into-care/care-proceedings
http://childlawadvice.org.uk/if-your-child-is-taken-into-care/care-proceedings
http://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/your-family/social-services-and-your-family/coping-with-the-aftermath-of-having-your-children-removed-by-social-services/

. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/form-c1-application-for-
an-order

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/form-c2-application-for-
permission-to-start-proceedings-for-an-order-or-directions-in-existing-
proceedings-to-be-joined-as-or-cease-to-be-a-part

. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/form-c4-
application-for-an-order-for-disclosure-of-a-childs-
whereabouts

- https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/form-c100-
application-under-the-children-act-1989-for-a-child-arrangements-
prohibited-steps-specific-issue-section-8-order-or-to-vary-or-

discharge
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